
Appendix 4

Scrutiny Management Board Briefing from Chair of 
Cumbria Police and Crime Panel

1.0      Purpose of Update

 This report updates Scrutiny Management Board (SMB) on the work of the 
Cumbria Police and Crime Panel and any issues and developments that have 
occurred since the last meeting of SMB.

2.0 Board Meeting Update

2.1     The Police and Crime Panel last met on 12th July 2019. The meeting saw the
      election of the Chair and Vice Chair of the Panel.  

 The Panel received the first Panel Chairman’s Annual Report that sets 
out the achievements over the past year. The report highlights the 
good work carried out across the policing and community safety 
partnerships in the county as well as the future challenges facing 
policing. It also covers the key duties of the Panel in considering the 
council tax precept levels set by the Police and Crime Commissioner 
and the holding of confirmation hearings into the recruitment of the 
Commissioner’s Chief Executive.

 The Panel received the Police and Crime Commissioner’s Annual 
Report at the July meeting that sets out the progress made on 
delivering the Cumbria Police and Crime Plan. The report recognises 
that Cumbria Constabulary has recently been inspected by Her 
Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services 
(HMICFRS) and rated as ‘Good’ right across the board (one of only 
eleven forces across the country to be so well graded). In crime 
recording, Cumbria received a rating of ‘Outstanding’ (only one other 
force achieved this nationally). 

 The Commissioner also sets out the future challenges facing policing in 
his report. The changing nature of crime continues to demand a flexible 
approach to policing that acts fast to adapt to these new challenges.  
Counter terrorism, county lines and cyber crime all require resourcing 
to respond effectively. This will provide the focus of the new Police and 
Crime Plan that will be drafted this year.  SMB will receive further 
updates as the new plan develops.



3.0 Additional Scrutiny activity undertaken by the Board

3.1     The next full Panel meeting in October will focus on budgetary updates from
     both the Commissioner’s office and the Constabulary, as well as updates on
     key objectives of the police and crime plan objective.

3.2     A representative of the Panel will attend the National Police and Crime Panel 
     Conference in November.

4.0 Conclusion

4.1 The Panel continues to develop a strong working relationship with the 
Commissioner and is keen to explore joint areas of interest with the 
Commissioner over the coming year to develop the Panel’s work programme.
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